
 

 

THE  

EASTER VIGIL 

 

 

 
 

S. Barnabas’ Church 

Stanley Road 



Of this night’s Vigil, which is the greatest and most noble of all solemnities, there is to be only one 

celebration in each church. 

The Easter Vigil consists of four parts.  It is arranged in such a way that after the Lucernarium and 

Easter Proclamation (first part), Holy Church meditates on the wonders the Lord God has done for his 

people since the beginning (second part, until, as day approaches, with new members reborn in 

Baptism (third part), the Church is called to the table the Lord has prepared for his people, the 

memorial of his Death and Resurrection until he comes again (fourth part). 

 

FIRST PART: 

THE LUCERNARIUM 

 

 The priest sings: 

  The light of Christ. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

THE EASTER PROCLAMATION (EXSULTET) 
 

The book and the candle are incensed, and the Easter Proclamation is sung.   

Rejoice now, all ye heavenly legions of Angels: all high things 
that pass understanding: for the King that cometh with victory, 
let the trumpet proclaim salvation. 

Sing with joy, O earth, illumed with this celestial radiancy: and 
enlightened by the eternal God, thy glory, believe and know 
that thou hast put away the darkness of all mankind. 

So likewise let our Mother, his holy Church, welcome the 
bright beams of light shed upon her: and let his holy courts be 
filled with the praise of his people. 
  

  

I pray and beseech you therefore, dearly beloved, that all ye 
who here are present seeking this heavenly brightness make 
your supplication with me to the Almighty, that he would 
show forth his mercy toward me. That he who in my 
unworthiness numbered me among his ministers and called 
me to do him service, so may also vouchsafe to lighten my 
darkness, making me meet to praise this gift of fire with 
thankfulness. Through Jesus Christ our Mediator and 

 



Redeemer: who liveth and reigneth with him and the Holy 
Ghost, ever one God world without end. Amen. 

Priest:  The Lord be with you 

All:  And with thy spirit 

Priest:  Lift up your hearts 

All:  We lift them up unto the Lord 

Priest:  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God 

All:  It is meet and right so to do 

It is very meet and right, that with the service of our lips we 
should glorify and should praise with heart and soul God the 
invisible and almighty, and likewise his only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, who paid for us to the eternal 
Father the debt of Adam's transgression: and with his dear 
blood wiped away the reproach of our former offenses. 
  

  

Now therefore we sacrifice our Passover, wherein for us the 
very Lamb of God is slain, by whose blood the doors of the 
faithful people are made holy. 

  

  
The night is come, wherein our fathers, the children of Israel, 
were led forth out of Egypt; thou dividedst the sea, and madest 
them to pass over as on dry land. 
  

  

Yea, the night is come, that with the fiery pillar hath purged 
away the darkness of our condemnation. 

  

  
The night is come, whereby all that believe in Christ upon the 
face of all earth, delivered from this naughty world and out of 
the shadow of death, are renewed unto grace, and are made 
partakers of eternal life. The night is come, wherein the bonds 
of death were loosed, and Christ harrowing hell rose again in 
triumph. 
  

  

For wherefore should man be born into this world, save that 
being born he might be redeemed? How wonderful then, O 
God, is thy loving-kindness unto us thy children! Behold, what 

  



manner of love he hath bestowed upon us: who to redeem a 
servant, delivered up his only Son! 

O wonderful providence of Adam's transgression, that by such 
a death sin might be done away! 0 blessed iniquity, for whose 
redemption such a price was paid by such a Savior; O night 
verily blessed, to thee alone that time and that hour were 
made manifest, when our Savior Christ rose again from death 
unto life! The night is come, whereof David said: Behold, the 
night is as clear as the day: Then shall my night be turned into 
day. 

The mystery therefore of this most holy night putteth to flight 
the deeds of darkness, purgeth away sin: restoreth innocence 
to the fallen, and gladness unto them that mourn: casteth out 
hatred. bringeth peace to all mankind, and boweth down 
mighty princes. 

Therefore in this thy favorable time, accept, O holy Father, 
the evening sacrifice of this lighted candle, which as at this 
time thy holy Church maketh before thee, and offereth to thee 
by the hands of thy servants, the work, of the bees thy 
creatures. Ye hear, brethren, the meaning of this pillar we 
have set up, whereunto in God's honor the bright flame of fire 
doth set light. Which though it be never so much divided, yet 
knoweth not variableness nor loseth aught of its splendor. For 
the wax that melteth doth but feed the flame, for thereunto 
have the creatures of God's hand brought it forth, that it 
should give light in darkness. O night verily blessed, which did 
spoil the people of Egypt, and magnified the Hebrews! 

O night, wherein heaven and earth are joined, and mankind 
partaketh with the Godhead! 

  
We pray thee therefore, O most merciful: that this candle 
which we have lighted and consecrated before thee in thy own 
name, may continue to shine forth without ceasing, and may 
vanquish all the shades of darkness. That being accepted before 
thee as a sweet savor, it may be numbered with the lights that 
thou hast kindled. May the day-star find it burning when he 
dawneth into day: the day-star that riseth, and knoweth not his 
going down: but coming forth from the places of darkness 

  



gladly giveth forth light unto all creation. 
  

We beseech thee, therefore, O most merciful : that thou 
wouldest direct and guide us thy servants, and the hearts of all 
thy faithful family: and all those also that minister in thy 
service: especially N, our Chief Bishop and thy servant N, our 
Bishop, so helping us with continual grace, that we may pass 
our time in rest and quietness, in the glad solemnity of our 
redemption. Do thou also have respect unto those who rule in 
authority over us, and by the unspeakable gift of thy love and 
pity direct their thoughts unto righteousness and peace, that 
they, together with all thy people, may come from the toils of 
this world unto their heavenly country. 

  

  
Through the same Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord: Who liveth 
and reigneth with thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen. 

 

 
  

SECOND PART: 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

After setting aside their candles, all sit.  The priest says words of introduction, After each reading, a 

portion of Psalm is sung and a collect is sung by the priest. 

FIRST READING Genesis 1:1-2:2  

 

A reading from Genesis 
 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was a formless 

void, there was darkness over the deep, and God’s spirit hovered over the water. 

  God said, ‘Let there be light’, and there was light. God saw that light was good, and God 

divided light from darkness. God called light ‘day’, and darkness he called ‘night.’ Evening 

came and morning came: the first day. 

  God said, ‘Let there be a vault in the waters to divide the waters in two.’ And so it was. 

God made the vault, and it divided the waters above the vault from the waters under the 

vault. God called the vault ‘heaven.’ Evening came and morning came: the second day. 



  God said, ‘Let the waters under heaven come together into a single mass, and let dry 

land appear.’ And so it was. God called the dry land ‘earth’ and the mass of waters ‘seas’, 

and God saw that it was good. 

  God said, ‘Let the earth produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants, and fruit trees bearing 

fruit with their seed inside, on the earth.’ And so it was. The earth produced vegetation: 

plants bearing seed in their several kinds, and trees bearing fruit with their seed inside in 

their several kinds. God saw that it was good. Evening came and morning came: the third 

day. 

  God said, ‘Let there be lights in the vault of heaven to divide day from night, and let 

them indicate festivals, days and years. Let them be lights in the vault of heaven to shine 

on the earth.’ And so it was. God made the two great lights: the greater light to govern 

the day, the smaller light to govern the night, and the stars. God set them in the vault of 

heaven to shine on the earth, to govern the day and the night and to divide light from 

darkness. God saw that it was good. Evening came and morning came: the fourth day. 

  God said, ‘Let the waters teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 

within the vault of heaven.’ And so it was. God created great sea-serpents and every kind 

of living creature with which the waters teem, and every kind of winged creature. God 

saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the waters 

of the seas; and let the birds multiply upon the earth.’ Evening came and morning came: 

the fifth day. 

  God said, ‘Let the earth produce every kind of living creature: cattle, reptiles, and every 

kind of wild beast.’ And so it was. God made every kind of wild beast, every kind of 

cattle, and every kind of land reptile. God saw that it was good. 

  God said, ‘Let us make man in our own image, in the likeness of ourselves, and let them 

be masters of the fish of the sea, the birds of heaven, the cattle, all the wild beasts and all 

the reptiles that crawl upon the earth.’ 

God created man in the image of himself,  

in the image of God he created him,  

male and female he created them. 

God blessed them, saying to them, ‘Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth and conquer it. Be 

masters of the fish of the sea, the birds of heaven and all living animals on the earth.’ God 

said, ‘See, I give you all the seed-bearing plants that are upon the whole earth, and all the 

trees with seed-bearing fruit; this shall be your food. To all wild beasts, all birds of heaven 

and all living reptiles on the earth I give all the foliage of plants for food.’ And so it was. 

God saw all he had made, and indeed it was very good. Evening came and morning came: 

the sixth day. 



  Thus heaven and earth were completed with all their array. On the seventh day God 

completed the work he had been doing. He rested on the seventh day after all the work he 

had been doing. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm Response:  
Send forth your spirit, O Lord, 
and renew the face of the earth. 
. 
 

SECOND READING Genesis 22:1-2,9-13,15-18  
 

A reading from Genesis 
 

God put Abraham to the test. ‘Abraham, Abraham’ he called. ‘Here I am’ he replied. 

‘Take your son,’ God said ‘your only child Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 

Moriah. There you shall offer him as a burnt offering, on a mountain I will point out to 

you.’ 

  When they arrived at the place God had pointed out to him, Abraham built an altar 

there, and arranged the wood. Then he bound his son Isaac and put him on the altar on top 

of the wood. Abraham stretched out his hand and seized the knife to kill his son. 

  But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven. ‘Abraham, Abraham’ he said. ‘I am 

here’ he replied. ‘Do not raise your hand against the boy’ the angel said. ‘Do not harm 

him, for now I know you fear God. You have not refused me your son, your only son.’ 

Then looking up, Abraham saw a ram caught by its horns in a bush. Abraham took the ram 

and offered it as a burnt-offering in place of his son. 

  The angel of the Lord called Abraham a second time from heaven. ‘I swear by my own 

self – it is the Lord who speaks – because you have done this, because you have not 

refused me your son, your only son, I will shower blessings on you, I will make your 

descendants as many as the stars of heaven and the grains of sand on the seashore. Your 

descendants shall gain possession of the gates of their enemies. All the nations of the earth 

shall bless themselves by your descendants, as a reward for your obedience.’ 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 



Psalm Response:  

Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. 

 

THIRD READING        Exodus 14.15 – 15.1 
 

A reading from Exodus 
 

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry to me so? Tell the sons of Israel to march on. 

For yourself, raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea and part it for the sons 

of Israel to walk through the sea on dry ground. I for my part will make the heart of the 

Egyptians so stubborn that they will follow them. So shall I win myself glory at the 

expense of Pharaoh, of all his army, his chariots, his horsemen. And when I have won 

glory for myself, at the expense of Pharaoh and his chariots and his army, the Egyptians 

will learn that I am the Lord.’ 

  Then the angel of God, who marched at the front of the army of Israel, changed station 

and moved to their rear. The pillar of cloud changed station from the front to the rear of 

them, and remained there. It came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of 

Israel. The cloud was dark, and the night passed without the armies drawing any closer the 

whole night long. 

  Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove back the sea with a strong 

easterly wind all night, and he made dry land of the sea. The waters parted and the sons of 

Israel went on dry ground right into the sea, walls of water to right and to left of them. 

The Egyptians gave chase: after them they went, right into the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, 

his chariots, and his horsemen. 

  In the morning watch, the Lord looked down on the army of the Egyptians from the 

pillar of fire and of cloud, and threw the army into confusion. He so clogged their chariot 

wheels that they could scarcely make headway. ‘Let us flee from the Israelites,’ the 

Egyptians cried. ‘The Lord is fighting for them against the Egyptians!’ 

  ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea,’ the Lord said to Moses, ‘that the waters may flow 

back on the Egyptians and their chariots and their horsemen.’ 

  Moses stretched out his hand over the sea and, as day broke, the sea returned to its bed. 

The fleeing Egyptians marched right into it, and the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the 

very middle of the sea. The returning waters overwhelmed the chariots and the horsemen 

of Pharaoh’s whole army, which had followed the Israelites into the sea; not a single one 

of them was left. But the sons of Israel had marched through the sea on dry ground, walls 

of water to right and to left of them. 



  That day, the Lord rescued Israel from the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying 

dead on the shore. Israel witnessed the great act that the Lord had performed against the 

Egyptians, and the people venerated the Lord; they put their faith in the Lord and in 

Moses, his servant. 

  It was then that Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song in honour of the Lord: 
 

Psalm Response:  

I will sing to the Lord, glorious his triumph! 
 

 

FOURTH READING Ezekiel 36:16-28  
 

A reading from Ezekiel 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: ‘Son of man, the members of the 

House of Israel used to live in their own land, but they defiled it by their conduct and 

actions. I then discharged my fury at them because of the blood they shed in their land and 

the idols with which they defiled it. I scattered them among the nations and dispersed 

them in foreign countries. I sentenced them as their conduct and actions deserved. And 

now they have profaned my holy name among the nations where they have gone, so that 

people say of them, “These are the people of the Lord; they have been exiled from his 

land.” 

  ‘But I have been concerned about my holy name, which the House of Israel has profaned 

among the nations where they have gone. 

  ‘And so, say to the House of Israel, “The Lord says this: I am not doing this for your sake, 

House of Israel, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the 

nations where you have gone. I mean to display the holiness of my great name, which has 

been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned among them. And the nations 

will learn that I am the Lord – it is the Lord who speaks – when I display my holiness for 

your sake before their eyes. Then I am going to take you from among the nations and 

gather you together from all the foreign countries, and bring you home to your own land. 

  ‘“I shall pour clean water over you and you will be cleansed; I shall cleanse you of all 

your defilement and all your idols. I shall give you a new heart, and put a new spirit in 

you; I shall remove the heart of stone from your bodies and give you a heart of flesh 

instead. I shall put my spirit in you, and make you keep my laws and sincerely respect my 

observances. You will live in the land which I gave your ancestors. You shall be my people 

and I will be your God.”’ 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



 

Psalm Response:   

A pure heart create for me, O God. 

 

After the last reading from the Old Testament with its responsorial Psalm and its prayer, the altar 

candles are lit and the priest intones the Gloria.   

 
 

At the conclusion of the Gloria, the Priest says the Collect in the usual way. 

 

EPISTLE            Romans 6. 3-11 
 

A reading from the Epistle to the Romans 
 

When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we were baptised in his death; in other words, 

when we were baptised we went into the tomb with him and joined him in death, so that 

as Christ was raised from the dead by the Father’s glory, we too might live a new life. 

  If in union with Christ we have imitated his death, we shall also imitate him in his 

resurrection. We must realise that our former selves have been crucified with him to 

destroy this sinful body and to free us from the slavery of sin. When a Christian dies, of 

course, he has finished with sin. 

  But we believe that having died with Christ we shall return to life with him: Christ, as 

we know, having been raised from the dead will never die again. Death has no power over 

him any more. When he died, he died, once for all, to sin, so his life now is life with God; 

and in that way, you too must consider yourselves to be dead to sin but alive for God in 

Christ Jesus. 
 

The  word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



 

THE GREAT ALLELUIA 
 

After the Epistle, all rise, and the priest solemnly intones the Alleluia three times.  ALL REPEAT 

THE THREE ALLELUIAS, after which is sung: 
 

The strife is o’er, the battle done; 

The victory of life is won; 

The song of triumph has begun: Alleluia! 
 

The powers of death have done their worst; 

But Christ their legions hath dispersed; 

Let shouts of holy joy outburst: Alleluia! 
 

The three sad days are quickly sped; 

He rises glorious from the dead; 

All glory to our risen Head! Alleluia! 
 

He closed the yawning gates of hell; 

The bars from heaven’s high portals fell; 

Let hymns of praise His triumphs tell! Alleluia! 
 

Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee, 

From death’s dread sting Thy servants free, 

That we may live, and sing to Thee: Alleluia! 
 

THE GOSPEL 

 

 

The Lord be with you 

And with thy spirit. 
 

A reading from the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to S Luke 

Glory be to thee, O Lord 
 

On the first day of the week, at the first sign of dawn, they went to the tomb with the 

spices they had prepared. They found that the stone had been rolled away from the tomb, 

but on entering discovered that the body of the Lord Jesus was not there. As they stood 

there not knowing what to think, two men in brilliant clothes suddenly appeared at their 

side. Terrified, the women lowered their eyes. But the two men said to them, ‘Why look 

among the dead for someone who is alive? He is not here; he has risen. Remember what 

he told you when he was still in Galilee: that the Son of Man had to be handed over into 



the power of sinful men and be crucified, and rise again on the third day?’ And they 

remembered his words. 

  When the women returned from the tomb they told all this to the Eleven and to all the 

others. The women were Mary of Magdala, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James. The 

other women with them also told the apostles, but this story of theirs seemed pure 

nonsense, and they did not believe them. 

  Peter, however, went running to the tomb. He bent down and saw the binding cloths 

but nothing else; he then went back home, amazed at what had happened. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise be to thee, O Christ 
 

SERMON 
 

THIRD PART: 

BAPTISMAL LITURGY 
 

THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL PROMISES 
 

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 

I reject them. 

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 

I renounce them. 

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 

I repent of them. 
 

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 

I turn to Christ. 

Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 

I submit to Christ. 

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 

I come to Christ. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

  I believe in God the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

 

 



Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 

  I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 

He descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 

  I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic Church; 

the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

FOURTH PART: 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
 

Priest: Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 

God the Almighty Father. 

All: May the Lord receive this sacrifice at thy hands to the praise and 

glory of his name, to our benefit and that of all his Holy Church. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Priest:  The Lord be with you 

All:  And with thy spirit 

Priest:  Lift up your hearts 

All:  We lift them up unto the Lord 

Priest:  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God 

All:  It is meet and right so to do 



 

The celebrant sings the preface, and the people join in, singing: 
 

 

The celebrant continues the prayer of consecration, called the Canon.   
 

After the words of institution and the elevation of the Host and the Chalice: 

 

 Priest:  The mystery of faith. 
 

All:  O Saviour of the world, 

  Who by thy Cross and Precious Blood  
hast redeemed us, 

  save us, and help us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord. 
 

The celebrant concludes the prayer; all respond, “Amen.” 
 

 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

 

Priest: Deliver us, O Lord, we beseech thee, from all evils, past, present, and to 

come: and at the intercession of the blessed and glorious ever Virgin Mary, 

Mother of God, with thy blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, and with Andrew, 

and all the Saints, favourably grant peace in our days: hat by the help of thine 

availing mercy we may ever both be free from sin and safe from all distress. 

 

All:  For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE PEACE 

 

The Priest introduces the Peace with a prayer. 

Priest:  The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All:   and with thy spirit. 

 

THE FRACTION 

As the Host is broken, the people sing the “Agnus Dei”: 

 
 

The celebrant holds up the Sacred Host and invites the people to communion, saying: 

Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God.  Behold him that takest away the sins of the world.  

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All: Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof, 

but speak the word only, and my soul shall be healed. 



 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

After the blessing, the priest sings: 

  Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

All  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 

 


